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Elements of class conflict in Karachi 
 
“Where justice is denied, where poverty is enforced, where ignorance prevails, and where 
any one class is made to feel that society is an organized conspiracy to oppress rob and 
degrade them, neither person nor property will be safe”.  –Frederick Douglass  
 
Definition 
Max Weber – held that "classes are aggregate of individuals who have the same opportunities 
of acquiring goods. The same exhibited standard of living. 
 
Summarize history of class conflict 

One of the most powerful sociological explanations of social conflict is that of Karl 
Marx , who posited a class struggle between proletariat and bourgeoisie intrinsic to capitalist, 
industrial society. This notion is powerful in being dynamic, intuitively persuasive, and 
appearing to fit well with history. 

After at all, now we discussed the elements of class conflict in Karachi. As we know 
that the city of Karachi is the metropolitan city of Pakistan and side by side “The mini 
Pakistan” as well. So in that city there are several number of communities are living here, that 
are belong to the different class system, religious groups, and political parties as well. 

The names of major communities are given here: Mohajirs, Pashtu’s, Punjabi 
/Hindko/Siraiki, Sindhi, Balouch, Hindu, Christian, Parsi/Zoroastrian and Foreign migrants 
like: Afghanis, Bengalis, Burmees, Chinenes, Sirilankan, Filipino, Iranian etc…. 
 
Elements 
1: Unequal distribution of resources 
 The unequal distribution of income is a major issue in Karachi; it has been a burning since its 
birth. As the inequality in the distribution rises, it divides the population into small groups 
with various differences among them, thus fueling a conflict between them. The conflict 
arises due to difference in the income patterns, employment patterns, wage rates, difference 
in resources symbolic or material, social status etc.  
 
2: Difference in the Lifestyle 
The difference in the lifestyle, wage rates, and the job opportunities in the rural and urban 
cities of Pakistan cause class conflict, as people living in various locations belong to different 
income groups. Feudal culture in Pakistan is among the major reasons of class conflict. 
Landlords have made monopolies which have increased the disparities among the various 
classes living. 
 
3: Violent Activities 
Class conflict is a serious problem which causes violent activities such as high crime. 
Unfortunately our government has been unable to solve this problem of uneven distribution 
of income, as they themselves are enjoying the class difference existing in our country. 
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4: Corruption 
Other factors such as corruption also play a vital role in this unequal distribution of income, 
not only at higher levels but at the smallest and lowest level of the society as well. 
 
5: Uneven Pattern of Income Distribution 
 This uneven pattern of income distribution has been the root cause of the division of the 
population into various classes on the basis of income inequalities. During the early years of 
Pakistan, the population was less divided, but with the passage of time and the uneven trend 
of the income inequality has caused the population to be divided into upper, middle and lower 
classes based on different employment patterns, wage rates, households, social status and 
limited resources etc. 
 
Violence in Karachi, Pakistan’s largest city is multifaceted. Different types of violence 
including ethno political, militant, sectarian, and criminal have claimed more than 7,000 lives 
since 2008. 
Violence in Karachi threatens to destabilize Pakistan for both economic and political reasons. 
 
The armed wings of major political parties, including the MQM, PPP, and ANP, are the main 
perpetrators of urban violence. The parties clash over city resources and funds generated 
through extortion. 
 
Historically, Karachi’s ethno political violence has pitted Urdu-speaking mohajir’s (migrants) 
of the MQM against Pashtu’s represented by the ANP. But clashes between the rural, Sindh-
based PPP and Karachi-centric MQM are increasing as part of a broader power struggle 
between the city- and provincial-level governments. 
 
State initiatives to stem violence are superficial and ad hoc, and routinely fail to address the 
underlying causes of Karachi’s violence, including poor urban planning, politicization of the 
police, proliferating seminary networks, and a flawed criminal justice system. 
 
High-level interventions by the Pakistan Army and Supreme Court have helped temporarily 
disrupt cycles of violence but do not offer sustainable solutions to Karachi’s violent politics. 
 
The key to Karachi’s stability is a representative power-sharing agreement among the major 
political parties that reflects the city’s evolving demographics. However, the delay in 
conducting a transparent census and the failure to establish an uninterruptible platform for 
political negotiations continue to fuel violence. 
 
Conclusion 
Ethno political, sectarian, militant, and criminal violence has claimed more than 7,000 lives 
since 2008 in Karachi, Pakistan’s largest city and financial capital. The city’s violent 
dynamics threaten to destabilize Pakistan, and its precarious security situation has serious 
implications for the U.S.-Pakistan bilateral relationship owing to its growing role in national 
and regional terrorism. Despite this, the city rarely features in policy discussions about 
Pakistani security. It describes the city’s multiple and intersecting types of violence, identifies 
violent actors, highlights the systemic issues that drive violence, analyzes state initiatives to 
stem violence and reasons why these efforts failed, and calls for the government to tackle the 
violence’s underlying causes. 
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